Instrumentation
Names of instruments are usually given the nearest modern equivalent. So, for example, clarino is catalogued as trumpet, hautbois as oboe, sackbut as trombone, etc. Occasionally a generic name is give (Str., Wdwd, Brass) for standard groupings. Some labels have been retained as they are given in order to avoid confusion; for example, the word ‘taille’, meaning middle or tenor part – often, but not always, signifying viola – is not changed. In most cases, however, the instruments are described by the following abbreviations. I must insert one important caution here: though I am fairly confident that the instruments cited are correct, there may be more than one part for a given instrument.

Vln.
= Violin

Vla.
= Viola

Vcl.
= Cello

Bass
= Bass (incl. violone)

Fl. 
= Flute (incl. recorder)

Ob.
= Oboe

Cl. 
= Clarinet

Fg. 
= Bassoon

Trp. 
= Trumpet

Pos. 
= Trombone

Corn.
= Horn

Ctt.
= Cornett

Serp. 
= Serpent 

Cont.
= Continuo

Org. 
= Organ

Klav.
= any other keyboard

Timp.
= Timpani

Batt. 
= Percussion

SATB
= Soprano, Alto, Tenor, Bass

